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REPORT ON THE NCC 2006 OPEN MEETING
Friday, April 7, 2006, 7:00-10:00pm
San Francisco Marriot Hotel, Yerba Buena Salon 10-11
Held in conjunction with the meetings of the Association for Asian Studies
and the Council on East Asian Libraries
Unless otherwise noted italicized sections indicate links to the individual statements and/or
PowerPoint presentations which are contained on the NCC’s Website at:
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~ncc/openmeeting2006.html
NCC Chair Toshie Marra (UCLA) welcomed the attendees and began with a series of announcements. First
she welcomed the NCC’s new Chair-Elect Tokiko Yamamoto Bazzell of the University of Hawaii at Manoa.
Tokiko’s term as Chair-Elect runs one calendar year and began in January 2006. Her term as NCC Chair
runs for three calendar years beginning on January 1, 2007.
Toshie also announced the creation of a new NCC standing committee, the Librarian Professional
Development Committee (LPDC), which has replaced the Junior Librarian Training Advisory Committee and
will coordinate continuing education and professional development for Japanese and East Asian Studies
Librarians who serve faculty, students, and other users in the Japan field. This Committee includes the
following members: Cathy Chiu (UC Santa Barbara), Kio T. Kanda (Library of Congress), Yasuko Makino
(Princeton) as consultant, Co-Chair Sachie Noguchi (Columbia University), Sumie Ota (New York Public
Library), Co-Chair Eiko Sakaguchi (University of Maryland), and Mari Suzuki (University of Michigan). The
committee met for the first time as a group in conjunction with the AAS meeting.
She also announced the disbanding of the Japan Project Advisory Committee (JPAC) in January 2006 when
the Global ILL Framework (GIF) was declared an independent collaboration of the NCC’s ILL/DD Committee
and the GIF Project Team, Committee on International Scholarly Communications, Japan Association of
National University Libraries (JANUL). The AAU/ARL/NCC Japan Project was also disbanded after having
fulfilled its mission.
Toshie was also very happy to announce the recipients of the 2006-7 Japan Foundation Library Support
Grants: In the A1 category, Marion Carnegie Library; for A2, Lake Forest College and West Texas A&M; and
in the B1 category, UC Irvine and University of Colorado, Boulder.
Toshie Marra then asked Mr. Ikuo Sasakawa (University of Tokyo Library) to come to the podium where she
presented him with a certificate of appreciation for his work on the Global ILL Framework and other
collaborations between Japanese and North American libraries and his many efforts to open
communications between US and Japanese librarians. The full text of the certificate is contained on the
NCC website.
Amy Heinrich (Columbia University) then offered a brief memorial tribute to the life of Donald Shively
(1921-2005).
Our colleague Don Shively died this past year, on August 13, at the age of 84. He was born in Kyoto, and
educated in Kobe, and at Harvard. He specialized in Tokugawa culture, and much of his work “explored
the subversion of shogunal law.”1
He was Director of the East Asian Library at the University of California at Berkeley from 1983 to 1992,
and it was during that period that he oversaw the conservation and cataloging of the Mitsui collection.

1

Obituary, UCBerkeleyNews, 17 August 2005;
http://www.berkeley.edu/news/media/releases/2005/08/17_shively.shtml

96

Journal of East Asian Libraries, No. 140, Oct. 2006

It was also in the middle of that period that I became a librarian, and speaking personally, Don Shively
was an inspiration and role model to me. A successor, Peter Zhou, is quoted as saying “It’s rare to find a
man of his status with expertise on the academic front, and a devotion to library work.” I admired him
for that breadth of vision, and have tried to emulate it.
Although I never had the opportunity to know him well, I feel deeply indebted to him, for showing me, by
his actions – chairing the meetings at the AAS for libraries funded by the Japan-US Friendship Commission,
for example – and his humor and his intelligence, how to become a librarian after having been an
academic.
As I have spoken to people about him these few days, I have heard how he helped other people, some who
knew him well, some who only knew him slightly. One person told me how, although she was not his
student and not in his field, he helped her refine her dissertation topic with a few suggestions. Another
told me how he quietly offered his ear and shoulder when he thought it needed, then quietly withdrew.
He helped people in many ways – with a bit of advice, some sympathetic support – that improved their
lives a bit, in their scholarship, in the personal lives, and in their professional lives. He was a leader in
our field, and we shall miss him.
Former NCC Chair Sachie Noguchi then spoke on behalf of the Committee formed for the nomination of
candidates for Chair-Elect of the NCC. That committee included Kenji Niki, Sachie Noguchi, Michael
Smitka, Kristina Troost, and Victoria Bestor. A total of 9 candidates were nominated. Following review of
the candidate’s materials and discussion among the committee two candidates were asked to provide a CV
and a statement. The names of those two candidates were forwarded to the NCC for further discussion and
election. Tokiko Yamamoto Bazzell of the University of Hawaii, at Manoa was elected and will become
Chair on January 1, 2007.
The committee also discussed two major issues which were referred to the Council for decisions. The first
was the question of whether candidates from outside the United States should be considered for NCC Chair.
The Council’s decision was that because the NCC Chair must be extremely conversant with the ongoing and
day-to-day needs of North American academic libraries it is important that the NCC Chair be from the
United States.
The committee also examined what weight should be placed on institutional duplication in selecting a
chair. In other words, can the Chair-Elect and another member of the Council be from the same
institution. The Council decided that because there is a limited pool of strong and willing candidates such
duplication should not necessarily be a prohibiting factor.
The ILL and Document Delivery Committee (ILL/DD): reported on behalf of the Global ILL Framework
(GIF). Co-Chair Sharon Domier (University of Massachusetts, Amherst) spoke on behalf of the ILL
Committee praising members on both the Japan and North American sides for their excellent teamwork.
On the Japan side: Ikuo Sasakawa has been a leading member since 1997. He later brought in Inoue
Osamu, who now coordinates the Japan side of the GIF team. Mr. Inoue gets copies of our emails and
provides feedback, serving as an intermediary when necessary. In addition, Tomoyuki Kumabuchi is
involved in the web work, Kyoko Mori who has been involved at Todai, will be visiting Harvard-Yenching
Library next year, and Mr. Yasubumi Tochitani speaks on behalf of GIF concerning Webcat Plus.
On the North American side: Chiaki Sakai (University of Iowa) has created user guides, Hitoshi Kamada
(Arizona State University) was involved in creating software that aids access to Webcat Plus, and Lynne
Kutsukake (University of Toronto) created user guides at Toronto. The group also included ILL librarians,
Margaret Ellison (Emory) and Michelle Foss (University of Florida), who are working on a guide for ILL
practioners. In addition, Yoko Okunishi keeps track of documents, helps with web pages, and handles NCC
forms for GIF.
Some statistics for GIF include: 125 Japanese libraries supplied copies; 66 Japanese libraries lent books; 55
North American libraries supplied copies; and 25 North American libraries lent books. The most successful
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North American requestors for 2004 were the University of Washington, University of Arizona, and the
University of Massachusetts. The most frequent North American suppliers for 2004 were UCLA, OSU, and
Iowa.
On the Japan side, the most popular Japanese libraries filling requests for 2004 was Kyoto University
followed by Kanazawa, Hitotsubashi, and Aichi Kenritsu. The Japanese libraries that requested the most in
2004 were Kyoto, Hokkaido, Tsukuba, and Hitotsubashi.
Sharon shared some insights that will help GIF become more effective. The process has advantages and
disadvantages to both sides. The US side has language issues and often requires a Japanese studies
librarian to untangle bad citations. On the other hand, it is fast, free, and easy to search NACSIS Webcat.
Because OCLC is not free for searching to Japanese libraries, they must search OPACs individually before
placing their requests. Also, good communication between Japan and North America is essential to
minimize frustration. Last year the link between OCLC and NII broke down and was out of service from
June to November 2005, and it wasn’t until the ILL/DD committee stepped in and offered to mediate that
system repairs were accomplished. GIF now has a direct link to OCLC ILL, to stay on top of such problems.
The ILL/DD committee created a GIF brochure that was distributed at the Japan Foundation reception later
that evening. Sharon encouraged everyone to keep in mind when teaching information literacy to be sure
to include ILL information. A new GIF Manual is being developed and she encouraged colleagues to print
this out and give it to our ILL librarians when it is completed. A guide to searching and verifying holding
information in Keio’s OPAC is also underway. The guides include basic information that people often forget
such as NOT to cut and paste from Zasshi kiji sakuin into ILL requests or not including macrons or other
long sounds in their Romanized requests. For example the result of copying from one system to another
produces words like To?kyo? Ko?to, and Gakko? which leave the Japanese side confused about the requests.
The new NCC ILL/DD Committee webpage will have guides up in the next few weeks. She also noted that a
meeting was held on 4/6/2006 to discuss ways to make Webcat Plus more user friendly for North American
libraries.
The 2006 MVS Report was given by MVS Committee Librarian Co-Chair Haruko Nakamura (Yale University).
For 2006, 8 grants were given to 6 institutions, for a grant total of ¥9,723,625. A list of grantees is
available on the NCC website.
Amy Heinrich spoke on behalf of the Japan Art Cataloging Project (JAC). The main components of this
project are the two US-based collections, the Asian Art Catalog Collection at the Freer Gallery curated by
Reiko Yoshimura, and the smaller Western Art Catalog Collection now moving to Columbia University’s
Avery Architectural and Art Library where it will be curated by Paula Gabbard. Victoria Bestor also
announced the resumption of the JAC II project, which sends catalogs to Japan, to be housed in the new
National Art Center Tokyo being built in Roppongi in 2007. She asked members to suggest recent catalogs
to be sent to Japan.
Victoria Bestor announced that the NCC has received full funding from the Japan Foundation for Year Three
of the E-Resources Training Initiative. The year follows the Japanese fiscal year and began on April 1, 2006
and concludes on March 31, 2007. The major components of Year Three include offering additional EResources Workshops; offering several more intensive topically based seminars on subjects such as
Japanese Science and Technology and Electronic resources for Social Science Research; the continued
development of the NCC’s Information Literacy Resources portal; and the creation of prototypes for the
development of interactive online tutorials to provide instruction in the navigation and use of specific
digital resources. A list of upcoming workshops and seminars and sign-up information is contained on the
NCC Website. For further information please contact Vickey at vbestor@fas.harvard.edu.
The new NCC Information Literacy Resources portal, funded by the Japan Foundation, was introduced by
Tokiko Bazzell and Yoko Okunishi (NCC Project Associate), who together with NCC Webmaster Brigid Laffey
created the new site focused on information literacy. Teachers, faculty, students, and librarians should all
benefit from this site. The site includes lesson plans, syllabi, handouts, bibliographies, workshop
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schedules, and interest groups. Lesson plans are available in html and PDF formats. T-3 Workshop
materials from UCLA and Duke are also available. The portal is linked from the NCC’s homepage and can be
found directly at http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~ncc/eresources/index.html
During Year 3 of the NCC’s E-Resources Training Initiative grant from the Japan Foundation the team
coordinating the NCC’s Information Literacy Resources portal will be headed by Dawn Lawson of NYU and
includes Sanae Isozumi (University of California, San Diego), Hikaru Nakano (University of Florida), Chiaki
Sakai (University of Iowa), Asako Shiba (Washington University in St. Louis), and Xiuying Zou (University of
Pittsburgh).
The 2005 Japan Foundation-National Diet Library Training Program for Japanese Studies Information
Specialists Report was given by Dawn Lawson (NYU) and Fabiano Takashi Rocha (University of Toronto),
the US and Canadian participants in the program. For 2005 11 participants from 10 different countries took
part in a program focused on developing countries. The program again lasted 3 weeks (2 weeks in Tokyo
and 1 week in the Kansai), with visits to NII, Keio University Libraries, Nichibunken, the Conservation
Department of NDL, and more.
This year, some differences from previous years included the fact that half the participants were librarians
and half were educators. They spent longer training on the NDL OPAC, and focused on Asian resources
available through the NDL OPAC. Site visits included the Japan Science and Technology Agency,
International Library of Children’s Literature (which had been optional in previous years), the Japan
Foundation language institute and the Kyoto University Center for Southeast Asian Studies. Some
suggestions for changes in the program included distributing handouts in electronic rather than paper
format, and creating “shadowing” opportunities where participants could spend a day at different libraries.
The Digital Resources Committee (DRC) Open Session was led by Tomoko Steen, Chair (Library of
Congress) and Rob Britt, Co-Chair (University of Washington, Law Library). Tomoko Steen reviewed the
committee’s agenda from the last year and announced new DRC members including Yuki Ishimatsu (UC
Berkeley), Haruko Nakamura (Yale University), Syun Tutiya (Chiba University), and continuing members
Keiko Yokota-Carter (University of Washington), Eiko Sakaguchi (University of Maryland), and Beth Katzoff
(Cornell University). Members who have rotated off are Tokiko Bazzell and Laura Wong (Library of
Congress).
As part of the DRC session two members of the staff from the National Institute of Informatics (NII), Ayano
Hattori and Mai Sekido gave a presentation on CiNii and Webcat Plus. Their humorous presentation
reviewed the uses of Webcat Plus in a very easily accessible way for users, and they also distributed a large
handout with FAQs about CiNii.
The DRC activities for the past year included the upgrade of the Committee’s webpage by Rob Britt
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~ncc/drc.html. Another important effort of the DRC was the creation of the
memo to E-resource providers in Japan, a copy of which was distributed as part of the NCC Newsletter
(edition 19), http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~ncc/newsletters/newslet_19.pdf).
Tomoko Steen reported that various librarians had suggested that the DRC create contract addenda, but
the DRC felt it should not be involved in legal issues, as it does not include any lawyers. The DRC therefore
asks people to submit their own addenda to be shared on the DRC web site and to be displayed
anonymously. This will provide examples for those who are trying to set up their own licenses with
providers. Since there are different legal restrictions for federal, private, and public institutions, it helps
to see different examples of what people have tried.
Tomoko Steen also reported that she had recently met with Japanese vendors, including NII, Japan Science
and Technology Agency (JST), and with smaller vendors. Many producers still use CD-ROM format for
databases rather than online because their main income comes from Japan and Japanese users do not
demand online access. In addition, it is expensive to put databases online. Because of the need for a
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mainframe, small vendors can’t afford the conversion costs. One possibility discussed would be to get a
private aggregator (such as JapanKnowledge or FACTIVA) to handle this process.
By way of the DRC’s report of future events it was noted that NCC Japan Liaison, Professor Syun Tutiya will
collaborate with Tomoko Steen to have a session in Japan to provide an opportunity for the exchange of
thoughts about DRC issues. This will be held after IFLA. When the date is set it will be announced on
Eastlib (the date was subsequently set for September 1, 2006). She also announced that on April 12, a staff
member from NetAdvance would give two sessions on JapanKnowledge in a 1-day workshop at the Library
of Congress (LC). It is also expected that the Japan Science and Technology Agency will go to Library of
Congress and possibly also to Harvard/MIT, and some institutions on the West Coast to present seminars on
their science databases. These seminars will be part of the NCC’s E-Resources Training Initiatives for Year
Three and will be open to the public.
As a result of Tomoko Steen’s email query sent to Eastlib prior to the Open Meeting, she provided the
following summary of issues and concerns raised by Eastlib members:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

Need for more information about electronic resource vendors in North America
Cancellation of the WebOya/Oya Bunko
New NII database issues
Need for a list of Japanese databases (commercial and free)
Problems with CD-ROM incompatibility (hardware, international)
Need for information on the current situation with electronic databases in Japan
Questions about fundamental problems with licensing

On the topic of electronic resource vendors in North America, Mr. Shigenori Kon from Japan Publications
Trading Co. (JPT) mentioned that JPT is also able to provide electronic resources to libraries in North
America, including acting as a license negotiator. Mr. Kon stated that JPT is in the process of providing
catalog-outsourcing services as well.
Concerning the cancellation of the WebOya/Oya Bunko, Tomoko Steen mentioned that there might be an
alternate way to acquire the online service other than by going though Kinokuniya.
Noting that Rinsen Shoten and Yagi Shoten had both been willing to provide online resources after some
discussion, Keiko Yokota-Carter urged everyone to openly discuss issues of electronic resources with
vendors in Japan and to make their voices heard. She encouraged everyone to approach vendors more
actively, informing them of North American library needs. This kind of concerted,coordinated effort is the
way to bring change.
Ikuo Sasakawa from the University of Tokyo Library announced that libraries in Japan are forming a task
force to investigate all commercial electronic journals for consortium purchases. Mr. Sasakawa proposed
that NCC become the point of contact between libraries in Japan and North America in order to encourage
exchange on all important issues related to electronic resources, so he can include them in the negotiation
process. Kuniko McVey asked Mr. Sasakawa to include the issue of 24-hour access and off-campus access
to electronic journals in their negotiations. Mr. Sasakawa answered that if the needs of the North
American library side are known beforehand, the Japan side will work to help handle them.
Kuniko McVey asked the DRC’s recommendation on how to handle already existing CD-ROMs. As technology
changes, many materials contained on CD-ROMs will eventually become inaccessible. Would it be possible
to save the information from the CD-ROMs? Would that kind of preservation violate copyright? The DRC
agreed to work on this issue. Ms. McVey also suggested that the DRC take the initiative in coordinating the
content preservation of the many CD-ROMs that libraries in the US have already purchased. Tomoko Steen
and Rob Britt responded saying they would consider the possibility.
Michiko Ito mentioned that there were not many humanities-related journals in CiNii. She suggested that
the DRC initiate a collective effort, perhaps a task force, to bring together the opinions of libraries
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throughout North America. Tomoko pointed out that the DRC’s “Basic Guidelines and Requirements for
Vendors of Japanese Digital Resources in the North American Library and the Scholarly Community” is one
attempt of bringing such opinions together. Copies are available on the DRC webpage and are contained in
Issue 19 of the NCC Newsletter. Rob also suggested that posting further opinions on Eastlib would also be
another alternative.
The National Diet Library presentation “New Stage of the Digital Library of the National Diet Library
of Japan: Digitization of Japanese Books and Digital Archive Portal” given by Kazuharu Honda,
Assistant Director, Book Service Division, Public Services Department, National Diet Library. Both a text of
his talk and his PowerPoint presentation are contained on the NCC website.
As of April 2006, 89,000 titles (127,000 volumes) of the NDL’s holdings of books from the Meiji era have
become available electronically via the Kindai Digital Library website. Beginning in fiscal year 2005, NDL
started to digitize books published in the Taisho era in a five-year plan covering 90,0000 volumes;
microfilming of that period has already been completed. Microfilming of 230,000 volumes published in the
early Showa era is currently underway.
The NDL Digital Archive Portal navigates users to the digital resources produced by the NDL including the
digital materials in the Kindai Digital Library, bibliographic data from NDL’s OPAC, and other OPACS, as
well as those produced by non-NDL institutions such as the digital materials contained in Aozora Bunko. As
of April 2006, the portal covered 11 prototype systems, from both inside and outside of NDL.
The final presentation of the evening was made by Tokiko Bazzell entitled "Hojinka: The Evolving
Information Environment in Japan." Her presentation discussed the impact of Hojinka on major
organizations with which we collaborate including the Japan Foundation and the National Diet Library. Her
talk included advice about how North American stakeholders can assist Japanese colleagues by providing
evidence of the measurable impact of their programs and support.
Tokiko explained recent changes that reclassify national universities quasi-and other government
educational agencies as independent administrative bodies (Dokuritsu Gyosei Hojin) in Japan and the effect
of these changes on libraries in North America. She pointed out that under this new administrative change,
many important agencies such as the Japan Foundation are constantly under review and thus regularly in
need of feedback on their services. In order to support independent administrative bodies and have a
significant impact on their services, Tokiko suggested four action items for libraries in North America: 1)
Provide meaningful feedback as service/grant/program beneficiaries; 2) Express comments via mass media,
newsletters and on web sites; 3) Educate all stakeholders including librarians/information professionals,
faculty, students and the general public, and 4) Make sure that local Japanese consulates/embassies and
other local Japanese government agencies are aware of the importance of the funding and other
collaboration.
NCC Chair Toshie Marra closed the meeting,thanking those who attended and encouraging everyone to go
to the Japan Foundation reception which was already underway.
Italicized sections indicate links to the individual statements and/or PowerPoint presentations which
are contained on the NCC’s Website at:
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~ncc/openmeeting2006.html
This report was compiled from notes taken by Beth Katzoff, Haruko Nakamura, and Yoko Okunishi.
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